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AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

UNCLAS LISBON 4709 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PO PN BA 

SUB J : PORTUGUESE FOREIGN MINISTER INVITED TO VISIT PANAMA 

1. PRESIDENT TORRIJOS, THROUGH HIS BROTHER MOISES TORRIJOS 
(PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN), HAS INVITED MARIO SOARES, 
IN HIS CAPACITY AS FOREIGN MINISTER, TO VISIT PANAMA 

EITHER THIS YEAR OR THE BEGINNING OF 1975. THE INVITATION 
WAS ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS. 

2. AMBASSADOR TORRIJOS, IN LISBON ON PRIVATE BUSINESS, 
CONVEYED HIS PRESIDENT'S INVITATION TO SECRETARY OF STATE 
JORGE CAMPINOS, AT WHICH TIME HE ALSO MADE KNOW PANAMA'S 
DESIRE TO UPGRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES TO RESIDENT AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL. 

3. COMMENT: MARIO SOARES, WHO IS ALSO SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY, HAS MADE NO TRIPS 
AND AS FAR AS WE KNOW ACCEPTED NO OTHER INVITATIONS 
TO VISIT LATIN AMERICAN SINCE HE BECAME FOREIGN MINISTER 
LAST MAY. LIKEWISE NO LATIN AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE 

OR FOREIGN MINISTERS (EXCEPT RAUL ROA) HAVE VISITED 
PORTUGAL SINCE THE APRIL 25 COUP, ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND 
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THAT THE BRAZILIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WILL MAKE A VISIT HERE 
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IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. THE PORTUGUESE HAVE INDICATED THEY 
SEEK GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, 

BUT HAVE CONCENTRATED SINCE THE COUP ON IMPROVEMENTS 
WITH THE EUROPEAN. AFRICAN. AND ARAB STATES, ESPECIALLY 
OF THE MAGHREB. LATIN AMERICA HAS A RELATIVELY LOW 
PRIORITY, BUT CLOSER TIES ARE TO BE EXPECTED, ESPECIALLY 
WITH THE PROGRESSIVE' COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE. 

SCOTT 
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